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ACTION  OF  THE 


TENTH  PRESBYTERUN 
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Jil. 


A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Tenth  Church  and  Congregation 
was  held  at  5  o’clock,  P.  M.,  on  Monday,  May  2 2d,  to  take 
action  upon  a  Letter  received  from  their  Pastor,  asking  for 
a  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relations.  On  motion,  the 
Hon.  William  A.  Porter,  LL.  D.,  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  Charles  E.  Morris,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Secretary.  The 
meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Mr.  John  McArthur. 
Judge  Findlay  then  read  to  the  meeting  Dr.  Boardman’s 
Letter,  as  follows; 


DR.  BOARDMAN’S  LETTER 


TO  THE 


MmL  r  r  c 

l^cnih  :  jrfsJ)g{(riatt  |jtuicl|  ami  l^onjrcualion: 


Beloved  Brethren  in  CJudst  Jesus  : 


While  yet  a  student  in  the  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  at  Princeton,  you  invited  me  to  become  your  Pastor. 
The  unsought  call  greatly  embarrassed  me.  Submitting 

the  question  to  our  venerable  Professors,  they  with  one 
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accord  bade  me  interpret  your  voice  as  the  voice  of 
Providence.  So  ‘‘in  weakness  and  in  fear  and  in  much 
trembling,”  I  came  to  you,  and  was  ordained  and  installed 
on  the  eighth  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1833. 

Little  could  it  have  been  anticipated,  either  by  the 
youthful  Pastor,  or  by  the  congregation  that  welcomed 
him  to  their  Sanctuary  and  their  homes  (of  whom  seven 
communicants  only  remain  with  us)  that  the  union  con¬ 
summated  on  that  memorable  evening  was  to  continue 
for  nearly  forty-three  years.  Of  the  various  proposals, 
academical,  pastoral  and  theological,  which  have  reached 
me,  looking  to  the  sundering  of  this  tie  (and  of  which, 
with  a  single  conspicuous  exception,  you  have  known 
nothing)  it  would  ill  become  me  to  speak.  Let  it  suffice, 
that  feeling  assured  I  had  followed  the  Pillar  of  Cloud  in 

t 

coming  here,  I  could  never  see  that  the  guiding  symbol 
had  lifted  from  our  humble  Sanctuary,  and  have  therefore 
been  constrained  to  reply  to  every  such  appeal,  “I  dwell 
among  my  own  people.”  Strange  if  I  could  have 
answered  otherwise.  For  not  only  had  you  borne  with 
the  deficiencies  and  errors  of  my  early  ministry,  but  the 
suspension  of  rhy  labors  occasioned  by  repeated  illnesses, 
instead  of  weakening,  seemed  rather,  through  your  kind¬ 
ness,  to  give  new  strength  and  tenderness  to  the  bond 
which  united  us.  Once  and  again  has  my  resignation  been 
placed  in  your  hands  and  promptly  returned  to  me  with 
demonstrations  of  sympathy  and  affection  which  I  can 
never  forget. 
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It  is  impossible  for  me  to  review  this  long  pastorate, 
without  a  deep  sense  of  the  negligences  and  sins  which 
have  marked  and  marred  it.  I  keenly  feel  to-day  how 
much  more  thorough  and  faithful  it  might  and  should  have 
been.  But  your  forbearance  and  generosity  have  left  me 
no  room  for  invoking  your  charity.  And  I  can  only  hope 
that,  sadly  imperfect  as  the  service  has  been,  it  may  be 
accepted  of  God  for  the  sake  of  His  dear  Son  whose  pre¬ 
cious  blood  can  avail  to  cleanse  us  and  ours  from  all  fault 
and  defilement. 

The  favor  He  has  shown  us  may  well  encourage  this  hope. 
For  He  has  never  left  us  without  some  witness  of  His 
presence.  The  period  covered  by  my  residence  among 
you  has  been  signalized  by  momentous  changes  in  the 
condition  of  the  Church,  of  our  country  and  of  the  world. 
But  these  mighty  convulsions  have  not  disturbed  our 
harmony.  No  congregation  in  our  land  has  passed  the 
last  forty  years  in  a  more  unbroken  concord.  Nor  has  it 
been  the  quietude  of  the  cemetery.  Your  record  as  a 
Church  is  radiant  with  the  hisignia  of  an  intense  activity 
in  the  cause  of  Christ,  as  unostentatious  in  its  spirit  as  it 
has  been  beneficial  in  its  fruits.  Almost  continually  have 
the  gentle  dews  of  Divine  grace  distilled  upon  you ;  and 
of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  sacramental  seasons  we 
have  enjoyed  together,  only  a  single  one  has  occurred 
without  some  accession  to  our  communion.  Your  hearts 
will  join  with  mine  in  the  ascription,  Bless  the  Lord,  O 
our  souls,  and  forget  not  all  His  benefits.” 
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All  earthly  ties  are  transitory;  and  the  time  has  now 
come  when  this  sacred  bond  must  be  severed.  I  perform 
one  of  the  most  painful  duties  of  my  life,  in  asking  you 
to  unite  with  me  in  an  application  to  our  Presbytery  for 
its  dissolution.  There  are  two  grounds  for  this  request. 
The  first  is,  the  state  of  my  health.  .  That  eminent  physi¬ 
cian  whom  I  am  happy  to  claim  alike  as  my  medical 
counsellor  and  my  attached  friend.  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell, 
who  has  repeatedly  pointed  out  to  me  the  danger  involved 
in  my  serious  attacks  of  sickness  from  ‘^over-work,”  has 
now  imperatively  admonished  me,  that  I  must  either 
relinquish,  not  by  any  means  all  work,  but  the  stated 
work  of  a  pastor  with  its  inherent  anxieties  and  respon¬ 
sibilities,  or  imperil  the  measure  of  health  still  left  me, 
and  even  life  itself.  This  opinion,  sufficiently  stable 
itself,  has  the  concurrent  support  of  several  other  dis¬ 
tinguished  members  of  the  Faculty.  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  disregard  it.  The  second  reason  has  respect  to  your 
own  interests.  Restricted  of  late  years  to  one  sermon 
a  Sabbath,  my  lack  of  service  has  been  liberally  sup¬ 
plied  by  my  able  and  excellent  associates,  the  Rev. 
Louis  R.  Fox,  from  January  ’72,  to  June  ’74,  and  since 
November  29th,  ’74,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Henry  Sharpe.  On 
the  occasion  of  Mr.  Fox’s  resignation,  speaking  not  less 
for  me  than  for  yourselves,  you  bore  your  cordial  and 
united  testimony  to  ^^his  piety  and  earnestness,  his  fidelity 
and  zeal,  in  the  discharge  of  his  co-pastoral  duties.” 
And  you  will  pay  the  same  tribute  to  his  successor,  from 
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whose  lips  (let  me  add)  I  have  never  heard,  in  the  eighteen 
months  he  has  been  with  us,  a  single  common  place  ser¬ 
mon.  My  intercourse  with  these  brethren  has  been  of  the 
most  refreshing  character.  In  serving  you  faithfully,  their 
uniform  courtesy  and  kindness  towards  myself  has  con¬ 
verted  this  very  delicate  relation  into  a  source  of  the 
greatest  comfort  and  encouragement,  and  won  for  them  my 
affectionate  gratitude.  In  the  nature  of  the  case,  however, 
no  arrangement  of  this  kind  could  be  permanent :  and 
my  conviction  is  unwavering,  that  the  true  welfare  of  the 
Church  demands  that  some  younger  man  should  take  my 
place  as  your  pastor. 

On  both  these  grounds,  I  prefer  my  request  for  a  release 
from  my  pastoral  charge ;  and  I  beg  you  as  a  personal 
favor  to  give  your  consent  to  it. 

Casting  a  momentary  glance  at  our  own  social  and 
ecclesiastical  surroundings,  I  cannot  take  this  step  without 
referring  to  the  happy  relations  which  have  subsisted  be¬ 
tween  myself  and  the  pastors  and  members  of  our  sister 
churches  of  other  names ;  nor  withhold  my  grateful 
acknowledgements  for  the  more  than  generous  appreciation 
accorded  on  various  occasions  to  my  humble  labors  by  my 
fellow-citizens  at  large. 

Since  we  must  part,  I  cannot  be  sufficiently  thankful, 
first,  that  I  have  been  permitted  to  see  our  “Memorial 
Mission”  established  upon  a  firm  foundation  and  crowned 
with  a  large  prosperity;  and  secondly,  that  the  closing 
months  of  my  ministry  among  you  should  have  been 
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'marked  with  that  signal  display  of  the  grace  and  mercy  of 
God,  in  which  you  are  still  rejoicing. 

Under  no  circumstances  could  1  have  gone  through  the 
/itrial  of  preaching  a  ‘‘Farewell  Sermon.”  Most  of  the 
.counsels,  however,  which  would  have  been  appropriate  to 
■^.such  a  discourse,  were  of  purpose  embraced  in  my  last 
“New  Year’s  sermon,”  which  in  tacit  anticipation  of  the 
event  now  awaiting  us,  I  caused  to  be  printed  and 
placed  in  your  hands.  One  of  these  counsels,  I  desire  to 
emphasize  here,  viz ;  that  you  do  not  forsake  this  church, 
endeared  to  most  of  you  by  so  many  hallowed  memories ; 
but,  even  more  in  my  absence  than  in  my  presence,  give 
it  your  steadfast  love,  your  unwearied  labors,  and  your 
united  prayers.  See  to  it,  I  entreat  and  charge  you,  that 
it  continue  to  be,  what  by  the  blessing  of  God,  it  has 
been,  from  its  origin  in  1829,  a  power  for  good  in  this 
metropolis. 

Thrusting  aside  the  numerous  topics  which  crave  a 
place  in  this  communication,  I  must  not  conclude  without 
expressing  the  earnest  wish  that  there  may  be  no  needless 
delay  in  your  choosing  a  pastor.  A  protracted  vacancy  in 
the  pulpit  could  hardly  fail,  to  be  injurious  to  all  the 
interests  of  the  congregation.  May  it  please  the  Great 
Head  of  the  church  to  send  you,  at  an  early  day,  some 
one  to  break  to  you  the  bread  of  life,  who  shall  come  to 
you  in  the  fullness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ.  And  when  he  comes,  deal  with  him  in  love  and 
sympathy  and  confidence,  as  you  have  dealt  with  me. 
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It  is,  on  my  part,  no  slight  alleviation  of  this  trial,  that 
my  parting  with  you  as  official  only,  not  personal.  I  hope 
still  to  have  my  home  among  you,  and  to  worship  with 
you.  This  church  will  always  be  dear  to  me; 

“  For  her  my  tears  shall  fall, 

For  her  my  prayers  ascend, 

To  her  my  cares  and  toils  be  given 
Till  toils  and  cares  shall  end.” 

Whenever  '^absent  in  the  flesh,  I  shall  be  with  you  in 
the  spirit,  joying  and  beholding  your  order  and  the  stead¬ 
fastness  of  your  faith  in  Christ.”  ^^For  what  is  our  hope, 
or  joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing?  Are  not  even  ye,  in  the 
presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his  coming?  For  ye 
are  our  glory  and  joy.” 

And  now,  my  Dearly  Beloved,  ^‘the  God  of  peace 
that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that 
Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good 
work  to  do  His  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is  well¬ 
pleasing  in  His  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ :  to  whom  be 
glory  forever  and  ever.”  * 

In  the  bonds  of  Christian  fellowship  and  love — the 
only  bonds  which  neither  life’ nor  death  can  sever, — 

I  am,  with  true  affection. 

Your  Friend  and  Pastor, 

HENRY  A.  BOARDMAN. 


Philadelphia,  May  5th,  1876. 
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Prof.  John  S.  Hart,  LL.  D.,  after  some  preliminary 
remarks,  offered  the  following  Minute  and  Resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted : 


MINUTE  AND  RESOLUTIONS 


OF  THE 


The  Tenth  Presbyterian  Church  and  Congregation 
having  received  from  their  beloved  Pastor,  the  Rev. 
Henry  A.  Boardman,  D.  D.,  a  letter  asking  us  to  unite 
with  him  in  a  request  to  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia 
that  the  Pastoral  relation  between  us  be  dissolved,  the 
following  Minute  of  Resolutions  are  adopted  as  expressive 
of  our  views  and  feelings  on  this  distressing  occasion : 

First,  we  are  constrained,  most  reluctantly  and  sorrow¬ 
fully,  to  admit  that  we  see  no  alternative  but  to  accede  to 
our  Pastor’s  request.  It  needs  no  physician’s  certificate 
to  tell  us  that  his  bodily  strength  is  no  longer  adequate 
to  the  labors  and  cares  of  the  pastorate,  even  with  such 
faithful  and  loving  assistance  as  it  has  been  our  good 
fortune  to  provide.  Our  own  eyes  have  seen  with  what 
manful  courage  he  has  struggled,  year  after  year,  to  carry 
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forward  God’s  work  among  us,  and  how,  with  every 
possible  precaution  and  the  most  careful  husbanding  of 
his  strength,  it  has  yet  gradually  yielded,  until  a  further 
prolongation  of  the  struggle  would  seem  to  be  absolutely 
suicidal. 

Secondly,  this  church  and  congregation  would  be  untrue 
to  its  instincts,  as  to  its  duty,  if  we  did  not  place  on 
record  some  distinct  expression  of  our  thankfulness  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  untold  blessings  which  have 
crowned  this  pastoral  relation  during  the  forty-three  years 
that  Dr.  Boardman  has  been  among  us.  Our  history, 
like  his,  has  been  peculiar.  This  has  been  his  only 
pastorate.  Except  the  brief  period  of  our  infancy  as  a 
church,  he  has  been  our  only  pastor.  What  this  church 
has  been  during  all  these  years  as  a  witness  for  the  Master, 
what  she  has  done  by  her  steadfastness  in  the  faith  and 
order  of  sound  Presbyterianism,  what  by  her  works  of 
charitable  and  benevolent  enterprise,  in  planting  another 
large  and  well-ordered  church,  in  erecting  and  sustaining 
our  noble  Mission  Chapel,  in  Sunday-school  work,  both  at 
the  Church  and  the  Mission,  in  helping  to  organize  and 
sustain  the  various  Boards  of  our  General  Assembly,  and 
in  evangelical  work  of  almost  every  kind, — has  been  due, 
under  God,  mainly  to  the  wisdom,  the  vigilance,  the 
courage,  the  large  heart,  of  Henry  A.  Boardman.  Gifted 
by  nature  with  talents  of  a  commanding  order,  possessing 
a  cultivated  and  polished  eloquence  that  made  this  church. 
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notwithstanding  its  plain  surroundings,  a  chief  centre  of 
attraction  to  all  lovers  of  a  pure  gospel,  he  has  steadily 
resisted  every  attempt  to  draw  him  elsewhere,  though 
positions  most  conspicuous  and  attractive,  time  and  again, 
have  been  pressed  upon  his  acceptance,  and  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  give  an  entire,  life-long  service  to  this  one 
church.  We  feel  that  we  cannot  be  sufficiently  thankful 
to  our  Divine  Master  for  so  graciously  ordering  our  affairs 
in  this  matter,  and  for  permitting  us  and  our  children  for 
these  many  years  to  enjoy  the  continued  ministry  of  this 
great  and  good  man,  and  we  desire  to  put  on  record  this 
our  deliberate  and  solemn  expression  of  thankfulness. 

I 

Thirdly,  we  feel  it  to  be  a  special  ground  of  thank¬ 
fulness  that  our  beloved  Pastor,  quite  unexpectedly  to 
himself,  was  enabled  to  continue  his  labors  until  the 
present  time,  instead  of  laying  them  aside  last  December, 
as  it  had  been  his  purpose  to  do.  We  cannot  but  believe 
that  the  large  ingathering  of  souls  at  our  late  Communion 
— the  largest  ever  known  in  the  history  of  this  church — 
though  due  in  some  measure  undoubtedly  to  the  special 
evangelistic  services  in  which  all  our  churches  participated, 
was  yet  mainly  the  legitimate  outgrowth  of  those  long 
years  of  faithful  preaching  to  which  this  people  had 
listened  from  the  lips  of  its  own  Pastor.  The  dews  of 
grace  that  descended  so  generally  upon  our  city  yielded 
their  most  abundant  harvest  in  those  churches  where  in 
previous^  years  the  seed  had  been  most  faithfully,  sown. 
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Our  dear  Pastor,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  was  not 
allowed  to  lay  aside  his  sickle  until  he  had  first  gathered 
such  a  sheaf  as  must  have  made  his  heart  glad  beyond  all 
power  of  expression.  It  was  a  fitting  close  to  such  a 
ministry. 

We  dare  not  trust  ourselves  to  say  what  more  is  in  our 
hearts  on  this  occasion.  We  are  well  aware  that  in 
administering  the  spiritual  affairs  of  such  a  church  and 
congregation,  during  almost  the  whole  period  of  its 
existence,  this  man  of  God,  equally  with  other  pastors,  has 
had  sorrows  and  trials  which  might  Avell  have  been  spared 
him.  We  have  not  been  unobservant  of  the  wisdom,  the 
forbearance,  the  kindly  tact,  with  which  he  has  kept  his 
sorrows  with  himself  and  his  Master,  and  has  gone  in  and 
out  among  us  the  same  serene, 'gentle,  loving  spirit  that 
his  people  have  always  found  him.  We  pray  God  to 
forgive  us,  if  we  have  at  any  time  given  him  needless  care 
or  pain.  Our  love,  our  sympathy,  our  prayers  go  with 
him  to  his  retirement ;  our  joys,  we  hope,  will  mingle 
with  his  in  the  blessed  assembly  of  the  redeemed  above. 

In  view  of  what  we  have  now  said,  be  it  resolved : 

1.  That  this  Tenth  Presbyterian  Church  and  Congre¬ 
gation  do  hereby  unite  with  their  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Henry 
A.  Boardman,  D.  D.,  in  the  request  that  the  Pastoral 
relation  between  them  be  dissolved. 

2.  That  while  thus  consenting  to  the  release  of  our 
beloved  Pastor  from  all  obligation  of  care  and  service  for 
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us,  we  yet  affectionately  request  that  he  will  accept,  and 
that  the  Presbytery  will  grant  him,  the  title  of  Pastor 
Emeritus  of  this  church. 

3.  That  the  members  of  the  Session  and  four  other 
gentlemen,  members  of  the  congregation,  be  appointed 
Commissioners  to  present  our  wishes  to  the  Presbytery. 

4.  That  Dr.  Board  man’s  letter  to  the  church  and 
congregation,  which  has  just  been  read,  together  with 
this  Minute  and  the  accompanying  Resolutions,  be  copied 
in  full  upon  the  records  of  this  congregation,  and  that  a 
copy  of  the  Minute  and  Resolutions,  suitably  engrossed, 
and  duly  attested  by  the  officers  of  the  meeting,  be  sent  to 
Dr.  Boardman. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Findlay,  it  was  resolved  that  Judge 
Porter,  Judge  T.  B.  Dwight,  Prof.  Hart,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Cresswell  be  appointed,  under  the  third  of  the  foregoing 
Resolutions,  as  Commissioners,  jointly  with  the  Session, 
to  prosecute  this  matter  before  the  Presbytery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McArthur,  in  behalf  of  the  Session, 
the  same  four  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
advise  and  assist  the  Session  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
pulpit. 

Mr.  McArthur  presented  and  read  the  following  Letter 
from  Dr.  Boardman’s  assistant.  Rev,  J.  Henry  Sharpe: 


Mr.  SHARPE’S  LETTER. 


To  THE  Tenth  Presbyterian  Church: 

Dear  Brethren: 

In  November,  1874,  when  I  received  your 

call  to  become  associate  and  helper”  of  your  pastor,  the 

Rev.  Dr.  Boardman,  I  was  contemplating  a  release  from 

my  pastoral  charge  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  field  which 

permitted  and  required  greater  opportunities  for  study.  I 

had  already  taken  action  to  that  effect,  but  was  arrested 

by  the  unanimous  voice  of  my  people,  and  I  might  perhaps 

have  regarded  their  voice  as  final,  had  it  not  been  that  just 

at  the  crisis  of  my  decision  your  call  was  laid  before  me. 

Coming  as  it  did,,  unsought  and  unexpected,  and  in  the 

very  hour  when  I  was  anxiously  looking  for  the  Divine 

guidance,  I  could  not  but  interpret  it  as  the  ■  voice  of 

Providence.  It  seemed  to  me  so  clear  and  decisive  that 

I  was  not  at  liberty  to  consult  the  natural  diffidence  I  felt 

in  assuming  a  post  so  difficult ;  nor  did  I  fail  to  see  that,  if 

the  divine  blessing  rested  upon  my  labors,  my  association 

with  such  a  pastor  and  people  in  the  capacity  prescribed 

by  the  call  would  richly  afford  me  just  the  advantages 

which  I  coveted.  And  now,  as  the  term  of  my  engagement 

expires  by  limitation  on  the  retirement  of  your  beloved 

and  venerated  pastor,  I  am  constrained  to  confess,  with 

profound  gratitude  to  God,  that  my  hopes  in  all  respects 
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have  been  more  than  realized,  and  that  I  leave  you  after 
a  period  of  labor  the  most  delightful  in  my  ministry.  It 
will  be  permitted  me  to  add  also  that  in  the  eighteen 
months  of  my  incumbency  I  have  experienced  at  the  hands 
of  pastor,  Session  and  people  alike  a  kindness  so  unfailing, 
so  courteous,  so  considerate,  as  to  have  begotten  in  me  a 
gratitude  and  affection  which  I  will  cherish  wherever  I  go. 
Conscious  that  I  have  owed  this  kindness  to  the  grace  and 
generosity  of  those  I  served,  I  keenly  regret  that  I  have 
not  proved  myself  worthier  of  it.  Sympathizing  with  you 
in  the  irreparable  loss  you  suffer  in  the  resignation  of  him, 
whom  I  also  have  learned  to  love  and  venerate  as  a  son 
his  father,  my  prayer  is  that  He  who  is  the  Head  over 
all  things  to  the  Church  will  be  your  mutual  guide  and 
consolation. 


Yours,  in  Christian  fellowship. 


May  //,  i8y6. 


J.  HENRY  SHARPE. 


Judge  Porter,  Judge  Findlay,  Judge  Dwight,  Mr. 
McArthur,  and  Mr.  Walker  severally  spoke  in  terms  of 
warm  commendation  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  of  high  appre¬ 
ciation  of  his  fidelity  as  a  pastor  and  his  ability  as  a 
preacher,  after  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McArthur,  the 
following  Minute  was  unanimously  adopted  : 


Minute. — This  congregation,  having  been  informed  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Henry  Sharpe  that  the  term  of  his  engagement' 
as  the  Assistant  Pastor  of  the  Church  will  expire  by  limita- 
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tion  on  the  retirement  of  the  Pastor,  deem  it  proper  to 
give  expression  to  their  high  appreciation  of  his  exemplary 
Christian  character,  of  his  pure  and  blameless  life,  and  of 
the  eminent  ability  displayed  in  his  pulpit  ministrations ; 
and  they  do  cordially  assure  him  of  their  best  wishes  for 
his  success  in  any  sphere  of  duty  which  the  great  Master 
may  hereafter  call  upon  him  to  fill. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  the  above  Minute, 
together  with  Mr.  Sharpe’s  Letter,  be  spread  upon  the 
Books  of  the  congregation,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  Minute 
be  sent  to  him. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting,  and  those  of  the  meeting  of  Presbytery  about  to 
convene  on  the  25th  instant,  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 


ACTION  OF  THE  PRESBTTERY. 


At  the  call  of  the  Moderator,  a  pro  re  nata  meeting  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  was  held  in  the  Tenth 
Presbyterian  Church,  on  Thursday,  May  25th,  1876,  at 
4  P.  M.,  to  consider  the  request  of  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Board- 
man,  D.  D.,  for  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation 
existing  between  him  and  the  Tenth  Church.-  The  meeting 
was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  H.  C.  McCook.  After 
the  calling  of  the  roll,  the  Moderator,  Rev.  H.  L.  Bunstein, 
stated  the  object  of  the  meeting.  A  Letter  was  presented 
and  read  from  Dr.  Boardman,  requesting  that  the  pastoral 
relation  so  long  and  so  happily  subsisting  between  him 
and  the  Tenth  Presbyterian  Church  might  be  dissolved. 
The  following  gentlemen  appeared  as  Commissioners  from 
the  Church  and  congregation :  Jno.  McArthur,  Peter 
Walker,  Hon.  J.  K.  Findlay,  John  Stewart,  Hon.  W.  A. 
Porter,  Judge  Dwight,  Prof.  John  S.  Hart,  LL.  D.,  and 
Robt.  Creswell. 

Prof.  Hart  read  the  Letter  of  Dr.  Boardman  to  the 

Church  and  congregation,  asking  them  to  unite  with  him 

in  an  application  to  Presbytery  for  the  dissolution  of  the 

pastoral  relation ;  and  also  the  Minute  and  Resolutions  of 

the  Church,  acceding  to  the  request  of  their  beloved  pastor. 

Remarks  were  made  by  several  of  the  Commissioners, 
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when,  on  motion  of  Rev.  David  Malin,  D.  D,,  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Presbytery  accede  to  the  united  re¬ 
quest  of  Dr.  Boardman  and  the  Tenth  Church  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five,  of  which  Dr.  Crowell 
shall  be  Chairman,  be  appointed  to  give  expression  to  the 
feelings  of  Presbytery. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  as  the  Committee 
provided  for  in  the  foregoing  resolution :  Revs.  J.  M. 
Crowell,  D.  D.,  David  Malin,  D.  D.,  Hugh  L.  Dickson, 
D.  D.,  Alfred  Nevin,  D.  D.,  and  Elder  John  S.  McClellan. 

After  consultation,  the  Committee  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  : 

Minute  Adopted  by  the  Presbytery,  on  the  resigna¬ 
tion  OF  Dr.  Boardman. 

Whereas,  in  the  providence  of  God  we  are  called  upon 
to  dissolve  the  pastoral  relation  which  has  existed  for  forty- 
three  years  between  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  A.  Boardman  and 
the  Tenth  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city,  we  recognize 
it  as  a  manifest  duty  and  a  grateful  privilege  to  place  upon 
record  a  statement  of  our  views  and  feelings  in  the 
performance  of  this  Presbyterial  act. 

The  pastoral  relation  now  dissolved  has  been  one  of 
unusual  interest  and  importance  in  the  history  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  this  city.  At  the  time  when  it 
was  formed,  the  pastor  was  a  young  man  fresh  from  the 
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Seminary,  and  the  Church  was  but  in  its  fourth  year ;  so 
that  whatever  the  Tenth  Church  has  been  in  its  position 
among  the  Churches,  has  been  owing  in  great  measure, 
under  God,  to  the  valuable  ministry  by  which  it  has  been 
served  during  this  pastorate. 

And  now  that,  by  reason  of  failing  health,  our  esteemed 
and  beloved  brother  has  been  constrained  to  request  that 
this  important  charge  be  laid  aside,  we  feel  that  we  cannot 
withhold  the  expression  of  our  hearty  appreciation  of  the 
good  work  that  God  has  enabled  him  to  accomplish,  for 
the  general  advancement  of  religion  in  our  city,  and  for 
the  glory  of  the  Redeemer.  We  call  to  mind  the  vigor¬ 
ous  ability  with  which  he  has  vindicated  the  principles  of 
our  holy  religion,  and  defended  the  doctrine  and  polity 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  not  only  in  his  able  and 
eloquent  discourses  from  the  pulpit,  but  also  in  his  numer¬ 
ous  publications ;  and  for  many  years  we  have  recognized 
him  as  a  most  able  and  influential  representative  of  the 
Presbyterian  ministry  in  this  particular  community,  and 
before  the  church  at  large.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  record 
the  profound  respect  which  we  have  long  cherished  for  the 
gifts  and  graces  with  which  God  has  endowed  him,  fitting 
him  to  fill  with  such  eminent  ability  and  success  the 
ofiflce  of  the  Christian  ministry ;  while  we  bear  most 
cordial  testimony  to  his  uniform  excellence  and  fidelity  as 
a  presbyter,  standing  in  his  lot  among  us  at  all  times  as 
full  of  wisdom  and  sound  judgment,  and  giving  his  effi¬ 
cient  co-operation  to  every  right  enterprise  for  the 
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building  up  of  our  church  in  this  great  city,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  Christ’s  kingdom  in  all  the  earth. 

And,  although  the  pastoral  relation  in  which  he  has 
accomplished  the  great  work  of  his  life  is  dissolved,  we 
are  happy  to  know,  as  his  co-presbyters,  that  he  is  still 
to  remain  among  us,  and  that  we  are  to  continue  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  his  counsels  and  prayers.  And  we  assure 
him  that,  as  he  has  found  a  congenial  home  among  the 
people  of  his  charge  so  many  years,  so,  likewise  he  may  be 
confident  that  he  holds  a  warm  place  in  the  affectionate 
respect  of  his  brethren  in  the  Presbytery ;  that  we  shall 
regard  it  a  pleasure,  still  to  hear  his  words  of  good  judg¬ 
ment,  while  our  fervent  prayer  to  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church  shall  be,  that  it  may  please  Him  to  continue  His 
servant  with  us  for  many  years  to  come,  as  a  helper  in  the 
work  of  the  Kingdom,  and  a  model  to  all  who  are  labor¬ 
ing  for  the  Master. 

We  desire,  moreover,  to  express  our  gratification  in  view 
of  the  graceful  tribute  given  by  the  Tenth  Church  to  their 
retiring  pastor,  in  their  request  that  he  will  accept  the 
title  of  Pastor  Emeritus,  and  as  in  their  formal  action 
they  desire  that  the  Presbytery  will  grant  him  this  appro¬ 
priate  title,  we  do  most  heartily  accede  to  this  request, 
and  commend  them  for  the  beautiful  affection  which  has 
prompted  it.  And  we  cherish  the  desire  that  they  may 
continue  to  hold  in  their  loving  memory  the  able  and 
faithful  ministry  with  which  they  have  been  served,  until 
that  day  when  the  chief  Shepherd  shall  appear  and  give 
His  servant  ‘^a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away.” 
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Resolved^  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  attach  to 
the  name  of  Dr.  Boardman  on  the  Presbyterial  roll  the 
title  of  Pastor  Emeritus,  which  the  Church  has  requested 
to  have  bestowed  upon  him. 


Signed, 


James  M.  Crowell, 
David  Malin, 

Hugh  L.  Dickson, 
Alfred  Nevin, 

John  S.  McClellan. 


N 


>  Committee. 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

It  was  further  resolved,  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed 
to  communicate  a  copy  of  the  action  of  Presbytery  to  Dr. 
Boardman,  and  to  publish  the  same  in  the  church  papers  in 
this  city,  and  in  the  New  York  Evangelist,  and  New  York 
Observer. 

J.  R.  MILLER,  Stated  Clerk. 
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